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IMPORTANCE OF SCRIPTURAL KNOWLEDGE. 


Muttitrupes, with less wisdom than Solomon, will 
respond to his language, that ** for the soul to be without 
knowledge is not good.”—** Wisdom is the principal 
thing.” Scientific knowledge expands and enriches the 
intellectual powers of man. [t qualifies him for higher 
degrees of enjoyment, and greater measures of useful- 
ness, than could fall to his let without it. But it must 
not be forgotten, that all our knowledge except that 
which respects God, and the concerns of his moral king- 
dom, will terminate with mortal existence. ‘The admis- 
sion that the Scriptures are the word of Ged, must of 
itself imply, that the knowledge they reveal is preemi- 
nently important. Without rank infidelity, who can 
deny that the truths and. even the words of pivinE 
REVELATION. Should be riveted in the memories and en- 
graven on the hearts of all ages, but especially the young. 

** Every word of God is pure,’”’ * and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correetion, for instruction in 
righteousness.” 

Mere human composition abounds with imperfection 
and error; “ but the Law of the Lord is perfeet.” Eter- 
nal truth diffuses light and glory from every sentence. 
The fiuman mind is ever active. If it be not conversant 
with use ful truths, it will be with pernicious errors. Since 
the oracles of God reveal unadulterated truths of eter- 
nal importance to the human race, they must, unques- 
tionably, he the best companion and the safest guide of 
souls. Therefore shall ye Jay up my words” (saith 
Jehovah) “ in your heart and in your soul.” We are 
required to have every avenue to our souls occupied 
with divine revelation. Our memories must be stored 
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to the extent of their capacities, with truths of essential 
and practical importance. Our understandings must 
be filled -with this divine light. Att our affections 
must be elicited and regulated, and all the volitions of 
our wills must be governed, by the word of God. How 
exceeding. broad.is this divine requirement. If obedience 
to it be difficult, it is necessary. 

Do our readers wish to worship God acceptably ? You 
must obtain right apprehensions of his attributes and 
government from his word. Would you feel yourselves 
sinners, let the divine law convince you. Would you 
tremble in view of your guilt and danger? Pass near 
the foot of Sinai, and let its thunders arouse your sleep- 
ing consciences. Do you desire deliverance from con- 
cemnation ? Prostrate yourselves beneath the cross and 
Jet the blood of the expiring Redeemer wash away your 
guilt. In ene word, do yeu desire to have your views 
correct, your affections pure, your hopes stable, and your 
joys real? You must draw all your articles of faith, 
your rules of practice, your incitements to obedience, 
your hopes aud eonsofations entirely fromthe Scriptures. 
The truths of the Bible must be uppermost in your 
minds and govern your actions, words and thoughts. 

Christians need to have their minds richly replenish- 
ed with the very words of inspiration, that they may 
precisely understand the foundation of their faith and 
be able to explain and defend it; that they may know 
the grounds of their hopes, and be ready at all times to 
assign the reasons of their hopes to the enquiring. Per- 
tinent texts of Scripture, judiciously selected and addue- 
ed in the spirit of meekness, will sooner silence the cav- 
ils of unbelief in mere speculative believers, than all the 
studied arguments of mere polemie theology. Minds 
richly stored with portions of Scripture. are better pre- 
pared te resist temptation, to enjoy prosperity, to sus- 
iain the shoeks of adversity, to be comfortable when 
sic lit amd hearing fail, and-even to triumph over death, 


{han other minds are. 


When false teachers are beguiling unstable seuls, the 
hearer whose mind is replenished with eternal truth, 
will involuntarily bring them to “ the law and the testi- 
mony’? and reject their errors. And the sword of the 
Spicit is mighty to parry temptations and vanquish the 
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adversary. Besides, how often will passages of Serip- 
ture which have been treasured in the memory occur to 
guide in duty, to humble in prosperity, and to comfort 
under trials, when the word of: God would not otherwise 
have had aecess to the mind: And will it not under 
these cireumstances be eminently useful, and to the pi- 
ous, peculiarly precious. Go to the pillow of sickness 
or infirmity. Observe an immortal being.too sick or too 
blind to read; too weak or too deaf to hear ethers read ; 
—that soul may be awakened and sanctifed: through 
truths treasured in the memory. Or if pious, what un- 
speakable satisfaction would it then derive from revolv- 
ing in the mind loved and eomforting truths of the Bible. 
And when the spirit should be quivering on the cold lips, 
unconscious to surrounding objects, how could it recline 
on some immutable promise of God, and be wafted on 
its angelie wings to the abodes of celestial glory. 

It is much to be lamented, that even Christians: in 
general are but babes in Seripture kuowledge, when they 
ought to be men. Must we not pronounce this igno- 
ranee inexcusable, while the inexhaustable mines uf di- 
vine knowledge are opened before us, and inestimable 
treasures might be obtained would we but “ search the 
Seriptures.” If guilt stare us in tbe face in view of our 
past lives, let us resolve thatin future we will be more 
obedient to the requirement of Jehovah. “ Ye shall 
lay up these my words in your heart and im yotr soul, 
and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may 
be as frontlets between your eyes.”” Like those persons 
of treacherous memories, who are accustomed to bind 
something on their hands te remind them of things 
which they are particularly solicitous may not be forgot- 
ten; let us make every member of our bodies and every 
object with which we are conversant, a memento of some 
Seripture truth. When we consider the human form, 
Jet it remind us that we are “ fearfully and wonderfally 
made.” When we contemplate the infinitude of that 
wisdom and power which spread out the heavens as a 
curtain, let us be reminded, that “ God telleth the num- 
ber of the stars and ealleth them out by their names.” 
Whenever we tread the dust, let us remember, that 
“dust we are, and unto dust we must soon return.” 
The truths of God’s word must be as frontlets between 
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our eyes. Our ecountenances must always express our 
veneration and love for the sacred Scriptures. We 
must prove to all around us that they are our study by 
day and our meditation by nigit. 

But if ace are required to have their minds riehly 
stored with the word of God, how manifest that the pe- 
riod of life most favourable for acquiring Seriptural \ 
knowledge, should be faithfully improved. ‘lhe morn- 
ing of life is that season. With many youths it is their 
only period of probation. ‘The motives for daily and 
devoutly searching the Seriptures, are therefore pecul- 
iarly pressing upon the young. Be entreated then, ye 
dear youth who may peruse this ; be persuaded to let the 
word of Christ dweli in you riehly in all wisdom. Im- 
prove every convenient opportunity, alone and associat- 
ed, on the Sabbath and in the week, for increasing re- 
ligious knowledge. Establish regular habits of commit- 
ting the truths and the language of Scripture to memory. 
Give them access to your consciences and to your hearts. 
Let their motives govern every affection of your souls 
and every action of your lives. In one word, only love, 
stuly and obey the word of God and all its most precious 
promises are yours. 
































ANALOGIES BETWEEN THE KINGDOMS OF NATURE 
AND GRACE, 


ESSAY No. IHL. \ 










‘Lhe path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. 





SOLOMON. 





Tue Inspired volume abounds with metaphorical lan- 
guage. But truth, simplicity, elevatien and grandeur, 
characterize the figurative language of the Bible. ‘The 
Wise man’s language used as our motto,is proof of this. 

The most critical examination of this passage, will 
leave the deepest impression, of the many points of co- 
incidence between the constant course of the just and the 
dawning of the day. Besides, what more easy subject 
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for the comprehension even of the unlearned, than the: 
gradually invreasing twilight as deseriptive of the Chris~ 
tian’s progress towards the light of eternal day. This is 
that simplicity which-so eminently contributes to the uni- 
versal utility of the word of God. Yet while the meta- 
phor is taken from an object familiar with our whole 
race, it is elevated, and pleasing and grand to the most 
eultivated taste. Creation seems to smile and rejoice 
when davis ushered in anew. ‘To connoisseurs of taste, 
the sublime and beautiful in nature, appear to the high- 
est advantage when viewed by the morning twilight. 
On this aveount scientific travellers choose to elimb the 
heights of Mount tna in the night, that from the ele- 
vation of its summit they may witness the gradual dis- 
closure of the surrounding scenery. The beauty and 
sublimity of the prospect is indescribable when they be- 
hold the darkness of night progressively dispelled, the 
brown forests and the variegated landscapes successively 
appearing, and the whole crowned with an unclouded 
sun emerging from the ocean. 

But Pisgah’s top in the path of the just, presents 
scenes still more delightful to the eye of spiritual dis- 
cernment. Let us then turn our attention to the strik- 
ing coincidences between the path of the just and the 
morning twilight, in their comMENCEMENT, their pRo- 
Gress and their consSUMMATION. 

A few words of exposition may here be useful. By 
“ the path of the just” we are to understand the general 
course,—the settled customary way of the pious. Reli- 
gion does not therefore consist ima sudden change of 
speculative views, in temporary impulses of the pas- 
Sions, or im a mere formal regard to certain religious 
rites and modes. or in them all united. But it habitu- 
ally affeets the head, the heart, and the life. The terns 
just is in the Hebrew plural, signifying justified persons, 
those who on account of the Saviour’s mediation, are 
justified before God. Such persons are gradually pro- 
gressing towards perfection in the divine life. Let us 
now proceed 
_ Frast: To consider some coincidences in the morn+ 
ing twilight and the commMENCEMENT?T of the Christian’s 
course. ‘They are both from God. It is ue that eaus- 
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it is HE who begins the work of grace in the soul. Men 
may light their lamps and kindle a thousand fires, and 
yet do nothing towards producing the light of day. And 
all supposed spiritual lights which do not proceed from 
the renovating influences of the *Holy Spirit, are but 
glimmering sparks of human kindling, and are different 
in their nature from the rays of the Sun of righteousness, 

Again, there is a period, whether it be observed or 
not, when the first rays of light enter the horizon. A 
longer or shorter time may elapse before they are dis- 
covered, and it may sometimes he difficult to discern 
whether the day is broke or not. But there is an in- 
stant when the night eeases and the day begins. Such 
is the representation given of the commencement of the 
Christian’s course. Fallen men are always darkness 
before they are light in the Lord. There is, therefore, 
a moment, when God who commanded light to shine out 
of darkness, begins to shine into their hearts, to give 
them the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. Reason sanctions this Serip- 
ture view of instantaneous regeneration. If men by na- 
ture are going from God, and Christians are approach- 
ing towards him; then there must be a time when they 
cease to go from him, and begin to ge towards him. Di- 
vine light may be.commenced in the soul a longer or 
shorter period before it be observed as such. Much 
perplexity may attend the determination of the question 
whether there be really spiritual light or not. But its 
existence is not affected by this perplexity, and the eon- 
sequences of its existence in removing darkness and giv- 
ing more correct views of objects are the same. ‘The 
morning is often attended with clouds. At such times it 
may be much longer before the light of day is distin- 
guished than others. Still the day commenced as cer- 
tainly, and advaneed as uninterruptedly, as at other 
times. 

So clouds of unbelief and fears, may obscure a work 
of grace, and prevent the soul from having that com- 
fortable hope which another has when God is really 
working in him both to will and to do of his own good 
pleasure. There are different degrees of darkness in 
nights, when neither has day tight dawning upon 
it. ‘The number and magnitude of other lights he- 
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sides the light of day, may render the night less uncom- 
fortable aud gloomy than it would otherwise be. The 
borrowed light of the moon and other planets, the light of 
fixed stars, and tapers of human production may dispel 
natural darkness, in greater or fess degrees where no 
light of day exists. ‘These lights may prevent many 
evils, and diselose many facts, which could not have 
been prevented cr known without them. ‘So far they 
are desirable and useful; but they must not be confound- 
ed with the light of day. Unsteady lights are some- 
times visible at night, which may occasion either terror 
or amusement and even be useful. The lightning’s 
blaze may suddenly and frequently illumine the horizon. 
The bursting meteor may shine for a moment. The 
northern lights may diffuse their pale or crimson hues 
around. Still it is night. Let these things illustrate 
spiritual things. God diffuses steady lights in the moral 
world like the fixed stars, from creation, providence, 
and the written word. ‘These lights may be more or 
less visible and have influence on human minds where no 
work of sanctification by the Spirit is commenced in the 
heart. Christians reflect a light, which like that of the 
moon and planets, is but borrowed, yet its influence may 
be very considerable on the views, feelings and conduct 
of those who are net Christians. Many things in hu- 
man science may be considered as tapers which to a cer- 
tain extent dispel darkness, but eannot produee day. 
Convictions or flashes of the law from Sinai, and other 
temporary, but not elear and abiding views of‘ spiritual 
things, resemble the lightning, the meteor, or the aurora 
borealis. Now say thatsome persons, through gross 
vices and immoralities, prove their moral night to he 
darker than others ; that some by reason of many peeul- 
iar privileges, and restraints are very different in their 
general feelings and eonduet from the vicious, and that 
some of them have many convietions, and even a kind of 
religious joy, still if the heart be not renewed by a light 
which produces some measure of real holiness, it is but. 
moral night at the best. Where many other lights ex- 
isted before that of day, the contrast will not be so great, 
still it is an entirely new era at the dawn of day. 
Where the darkness had been greatest,—where sii had 
most abounded outwardly,there will be the most visible al- 
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teration when the man breaks off his sins by righteousness 
and his-iniquities by turning unto the Lord. As other 
lights in nature may be mistaken for the light of day, 
so y other lights in the moral world may be nmistakien for 
the light of life. Careful attention must be given in 
both eases. ‘I'o ascertain the commencement of the 
morning twilight, we must observe if it be in the right 
direction, if it appear steady and tmereasing, if it pos- 
sess the properties and produce the effeets of day light. 
Similar enquiries will assist in determining the real « eX- 
istence of holiness. ¥oes the new light which is dis- 
covered proceed from the direction we are authorized 
from Seripture to expect it? Is it steady and inereas- 
ing? No other direction will answer, nor may any sud- 
den flashes be taken for genuine piety. Has it Seriptu- 
ral properties and does it produce the legitimate effects 
of holiness in the heart and in the life? The first effect 
ofday light, to the attentive observer, is to diselose the 
contrast between light and darkness. Such is the first 
effeet of spiritual fight in the soul. ‘The person then 
has a more impressive sense of his moral darkness 
and guilt than was before possessed. He is inclined to 
take the le per’s place and utter the plaintive ery, un- 
clean, UNCLEAN, if there may be hope. ‘These petitions 
spontaneously arise * God be merciful to me a sinner 3”? 
* Create in me a eiean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me.” As other lights fade at the dawn of 
day, so with him other lights become comparatively dim 
in view of the effulgence of divine teaching. 

Here it may be observed that though the morning twi- 
light gives clear views in proportion as it exists, at its 
écmtaeeoweut it still leaves men with indistinet views 
of every objest beheld. It would be considered insanity 
or presumption in any man to assert that he saw more 
elearly with the first rays of day light than others could, 
near the sun’s rising. So the mind which is spiritually 
enlightened, is at first like the blind man whom the Sav- 
jour restored tosight. ‘Phough a cure was commenced, 
at the first he on Vy saw men as trees walking. The 
question is not therefore, either with ourselves or re- 
speeting others, is every religious subject seen CLEARLY, 
and are au the affections right : but is there any meas- 
ure of right views, richt affections, and right motives. 
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In proportion as there is evidence of these things, there 
is evidence that a work of sanctification is begun. This 
view of the subject makes it evident that those who from 
some sudden impulse think themselves Christians, and 
immediately consider themselves as more knowing and 
become more positive than those who have long walked 
in the path of the just, are either deeeived or puffed up- 
with spiritual pride. 

Leaving the other propositions for another Essay, we 
shall close with three cautions. 

First; Let those who have hitherto been practically 
indifferent about their spiritual state,be cautioned against 
expecting ever to behold the Sun of righteousness as: 
the author of eternal day to them in another world, 
while they continue in this voluntarily to choese dark- 
ness rather than light. ‘There must be in time a spirit- 
ual twilight with them, or whatever minor lights they 
may possess in this world, in the world to come nothing 
would remain for them but the blackness.of darkness fore: 
ever. itis written with the finger of Heaven * without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord.’”? Beware then,. 
reader, how you trust in any ether ground of hope of 
future happiness, -but in present and progressive holi- 
ness. Every other refuge will at last be found a reEr- 
UGE OF LIES. 

Secondiy ; Let those cherishing hopes they are Chris- 
tians because they have had some uew views, or some 
strong feelings, or have attended to some outward re- 
ligious duties, be cautioned against substituting any oth- 
er views, feelings or motives in the place of those which 
are Seriptural. A person may beeome another man and 
not in the Gospel sense of the term, a NEw MAN. King 
Saul had another heart, but never a holy one. Persons 
may be changed in many respects and not sanctified. 
The ehange must be from the love and practice of 
sin to the love and practice of holiness, in order to 
its being a change frum nature to graee. 

Thirdly; Let those whose attention is exeited to the 
subject of religion, who are consecions that they are 
Hungering and thirsting after righteousness, that their 
views and feelings are in a measure such as the word 
of God recommends, be cautioned against expecting 
that evidence of piety at the commencement of spir- 
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itual twilight which is only to be obtained from its 
inerease. Let them not compare themselves with Chris- 
tians who have long been walking the path of the just 
and because they have not their attainments, be ready 
to conclude they have not entered the narrow path. 
Let them-not conclude that the commencement of sane- 
tification, is its completion. If pérsons discover the 
least scrnrpruraL evidence that the day-spring from on 
high has visited their souls, let them thank God and 
take courage. Let them steadily pursue the path-way 
of the just as the only place where they have reason to 
expeet inereasing light. Let them remember that 
Christians are always at'the first, but babes in Christ, 
and they must grow in grace before they arrive at the 
measure of the stature of perfect men in him, 


SELECT BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 


IREN.EUS, 


AND THE MARTYRS OF LYONS. 


Trenzus was a Greek by birth, and probably a native 
of Smyrna. At an early period of his life he was disci- 
ple of the renowned Polycarp. ‘The instructions he re- 
ceived from him appear to have made the deepest im- 
pressions on his mind, and the most minute circumstances 
of his conversation with him, to have been retained in 
his memory to his dying day. In one of his epistles he 
remarks, * the instructions of our childhood grow with 
our growth, and adhere to us most closely. I can de- 
seribe the very spot in which Polycarp sat and expound- 
ed;—the very manner of his life, and the figure of his 
“body ;—the sermons which he preached ;—the accounts 
he gave us ef his conversations with John and others, 
who had seen the Lord, and how he mentioned their par- 
ticular expressions, and what things he had heard from 
them respecting our Lord’s miracles and doctrine. 
These things, through the merey of God visiting me, f 
heard with seriousness : | wrote them not on paper, but 
on my heart; an‘! ever sinee. through the grace of God, 
T have had a distinct remembrance of them.” 
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For some years, Irenzus laboured as-presbyter at Ly- 
ons, a city in France, then called Gaul, under Pothinus, 
the venerable bishop of the place; and no where did the 
power and grace of Jesus more eminently appear than 
under their-ministry. ‘The gospel is supposed to have 
been first introduced into this eity by some pious mer- 
chants from Asia, who traded thither. ‘Thrice blessed 
is that merchant, who in his commeree with heathen na- 
tions, forgets not, amidst the various articles he offers 
to their notice, to recommend the pearl of gréat price— 
THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED GoD! 

After Irenzeus had continued some years at Lyons, the 
flames of persecution broke out and raged with ineon- 
ceivable fury, whilst a noble army of martyrs, of both 
sexes, and all ages and ranks in life, bore a glorious tes- 
timony to the grace of Jesus, who enabled them to tri- 
umph over all the cruel and malicious devices of their 
persecutors.— Whilst we read, let us wonder and adore! 
Amongst the various martyrs who suffered at Lyons dur- 
ing this perseeution, were Pothinus, the bishop; Sanc- 
tus,a deacon; Maturus, a late convert; Ponticus, a 
youth of fifteen; and Blandina, a female slave. A short 
account of each of their sufferings will be interesting to 
our readers. 

The venerable bishop, although upwards of ninety 
years of age, and very infirm and asthmatic, after hav- 
ing suffered a variety of ill treatment, was spurned, kick- 
ed, and pelted by the populace: each thinking himself 
deficient in zeal, until he had personally insulted this 
aged saint. He was then thrown into prison, almost 
breathless; and after two days expired. 

Sanctus, the deacon, after having patiently sustained 
the most barbarous indignities, was seorehed with hot 
plates of brass. applied to the most tender parts of his 
body. Still, however, he remained firm in his eonfes- 
sion, “ being, no doubt,” to use the striking expression 
of one who witnessed his sufferings. ** bedewed and re- 
freshed by the heavenly fountain of the water of life, 
which flows from Christ.”? In the mean time his body 
Was a sufficient witness of the torments he sustained, 
heing so centracted, wounded, and seorche?’, as no lon- 
ger to retaina human form. His patience shewed to 
the surrounding multitude, that nothing need to be fear- 
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ed, where the love of the Father is; and that nothing is 
grievous W here the glory of Christ is exhibited. Some 
days after, in company with Maturus, he underwent fresh 
tortures, and at length, after their bodies had been broil- 
ed alive on an iron ehair, they expired—* a specTACLE 
UNTO THE WORLD, AND TO ANGELS, AND TO MEN!” 

During this tremendous season, the poor female slave, 
Blandina, was not deserted by her heavenly Father. 
Though of a delicate habit of body, she was endued with 
SO much fortitude, that whilst those who successively 
tortured her from morning to night, were exhausted with 
fatigue, and expressed their astonishment to find her still 
alive, she evidently seemed to reeover strength whilst 
she repeatedly exclaimed, * I am a Christian, and no 
evil is committed amongst us.”” For several days after 
her acute sufferings, she was bro ught with Ponticus, a 
youth of fifteen, to witness the tortures inflicted on the 
other martyrs. At length the concluding scene of their 
own trials arrived: and now their tortures were aggrae 
vated by all sorts of methods; no pity being shewn to 
the sex of the one, or the tender age of the ether: The 
jad encouraged by his femaie partner in sufferings, bore 
with astonishing fortitude his accumulated torments, and 
then gave up the ghost. And Blandina, having again 
endured stripes, the tearing of wild beasts, the iron chair, 
and the tossing of a wild bull, yielded up her spirit into 
the hands of her beloved Lord. 

In the mean time, the savage persecutors, as if anx- 
ious even after death te vent their fury on the martyrs, 
appointed g euards for six days to wateh their lacerated 
remains. lest any of their friends should bury thems; and 
at length they burnt them to ashes, and east them inte 
the river, that there might appear no remnant of them 
on the earth 

One more circumstance is well worthy of notice. 
Some, who to avoid perseeution, denied their Saviour. 
were nevertheless imprisoned, and afterwards punished 
as severely as their faithful brethren, though with this 
remarkable difference :—The latter proceeded to mar- 
tyrdom with eheerfal steps, their very countenanees be- 
ing irradiated with grace and glory: whereas the for: 
mer went on dejected and spiritless. and insulted eve en by 
the heathens for their mfidelity and cowardice. 
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But to return to [renzus, in consequence of the death 
of Pothinus, he was appointed bishop of Lyons, A. D. 
477. And never perhaps did a minister enter on a 
charge under more distressing circumstances. Dreadfil 
persecutions harrassed the Church without, and subtic 
heresies undermined it within, whilst his office eminent- 
ly exposed him to the first strokes of vengeance. Paul’s 
emphatical language will accurately describe the labours 
and sufferiugs, which a bishop in that day must neces- 
sarily expeets—* in labours more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.” 
Surely under such circumstances, no one would enter 
upon the sacred office, unless it were his ‘“ earnest ex- 
peetation ard hope, that Christ sheuld be magnified in 
his body, whether it were by life or death.” For this 
important situation, Ireneus appears to have been well 
ealeulated. ‘The labours of his ministry were great, and 
of his writings still greater. He ably refuted the vari- 
ous heresies of the day, the number of which afford a 
lamentable proof of the corruption, which was already 
ereeping info the Church. In this kind of writing in- 
deed, he appears particularly to have excelled; for it 
must be acknowledged, that although his sentiments are 
in general evangelical, yet his philosophy, like that of 
Justin, tended to darken his views of some seriptural 
truths, and to lead him to mix others with human in- 
ventions. 

We quate with pleasure the following short extrae(s 
from his writings :—‘* Man’s redemption was procured 
not by violence; but the Lord redeemed us with his own 
blood, and gave his life for our life, and his flesh for our 
flesh,and so effeeted our salvation. ‘The Word of Ged, 
Jesus Christ, on account of his immense love, became 
what we are, that he might make us what he is.”?) The 
mysterious union between the Godhead and manhood of 
Christ in the work of redemption ; and in general the 
doetrine of the rain and of the REcoveERy are searcely 
treated in a more seriptural manner by any ancient 
writer than by Irenzus. 

During a few years of outward peace with which the 
Chureh was favoured, an insignifieant dispute respecting 
the proper time for the celebration of Raster was renew- 
ed with much asperity. Irenzus on this occasion wrote 
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several pacific letters to allay the difference thus unhap- 
pily excited. In the mean time the Almighty, as if of- 
fended with these foolish dissensions of his people, once 
more permitted persecution to make its inroads on the 
Chureh. Severus, the Emperor, who had not since his 
coming to the throne, molested the Christians, now be- 
san to persecute them with great severity in all parts of 
his dominions. He was just returned victorious from 
the East; and the pride of prosperity induced him to 
forbid, under the heaviest penalties, the propagation of 
Christianity. Christians still thought it right to obey 
God rather than man. Severus persisted, and exercised 
the usual ecruelties. Previous to his coming to the 
throne, he had been Governor of Lyons, where he proba- 
bly noticed the flourishing state of the Church; and 
hence it is not surprising that his enmity to Christianit 
should particularly be exercised against the Christians 
in that city. ‘Thus was Lyons once more dyed with the 
blood of the martyrs! So great indeed was his rage 
against them, that, according to some ancient writers, 
after having severely tormented Ireneus, he put him to 
death, and together with him almost all the Christians 
in that populous city, whose numbers could not be reek- 
oned, so that the streets flowed with their blood. ‘The 
Emperor is supposed to have been an eye-witness of this 
persecution 5 and indeed the great numbers that are said 
to have suffered, agree but too well with the temper of 
this cruel Prince, who had previously conceived a par- 
ticular displeasure against the eitizens of Lyons, and 
more especially against its Christian inhabitants. (A. 
1). 203.) 

Thus lived and died Treneus, bishop of Lyons. In 
zeal, in disinterestedness, and self-denial, it would be 
difficult to find his superior. In order that he might 
promote the best interests of his fellow-creatures, he 
deemed no dangers or difficulties too great for him to 
encounter. ‘To accomplish his glorious design, he fore- 
ed himself to learn the barbarous language of the coun- 
try, and serupled uot to exchange the comforts and re- 
finements of his native land, for the rude manners of an 
illiterate and savage people. Rare instanee of Christian 
eharity! May the recital eall forth a missionary spirit 
in the breasts of our readers: Many of them might, yea , 
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ought to contribute to the furtherance of this glorious 
cause; some of them are qualified to follow the ilustri- 
ous example of lrenzeus and to exclaim, “ Here am 1; 


send me.”? 


A YOICE FROM THE GRAVE. 


Extracts from the sermon of Rev. Mr. Foxcrort, (Pastor 
of the Church which now meet in Chauncey-Place,) contin- 
ued from page 54.) 


Hil. Consrprr the extreme Frotty of your present se- 
curity, and the madness of continuing therein. O how 
unreasonable is it! It is a prodigy of madness, as well 
as wickedness. He is unworthy the name of a man, that 
allows himself in it. O that you could see what a sot- 
tish, stupid, blind, and mad thing it is! 1 have not 
words or theughts comprehensive enough to reach the 
height of this folly. Your earnal security and ease is 
most irrational and absurd in its nature, ground and mo- 
tives. It is an open contradiction to all genuine prin- 
ciples of reason, an offering violence to all the laws of 
prudence and the dictates of regular self-love. He 
might be well called a fool, who said to himself, * soul, 
take thine ease.”—Let me here offer a few hints, to ilfus- 
trate this point a little. 

Your security is unreasonable, in that it is without all 
ground ; or stands on a deceitful bottom. It is chiefly 
owing to careless inadvertence, or wild presumption, or 
wicked infidelity. Your present ease and quiet is alto- 
gether false and delusive. It is mere forgery and fic- 
tion; a lying vanity, and empty shew of peace; and is 
as different from true solid rest of soul, as a killing leth- 
argy from the sweet and refreshing sleep of health ; and 
at best it is but for a moment. O the stupidity then of 
your beloved dreams ! 

But your folly will be more glaring, if we consider 
what a MISERABLE STATEit is you are secure and easy 
in. Your misery is great upon you. The miseries of 
your present state are dreadful and astonishing. You 
are at a distance from the blessed God, and are under 
his wrath and curse, in your person and enjoyments and 
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all the work of your hands.—You are at war with God, 

in an active, as “well as passive sense. * The earnal 

mind in you is enmity against God.” And you are at 
war with yourselves ; innumerable hartfal Insts are in 
you, which war against the soul, and with one another. 
And you are under the vilest servitude and bondage ; 
possessed by the devil, ehained duwn to the earth, and 
sold under sin. You are also ina state of the utmost 
poverty and indigenece. It was the just character of se- 
cure Laodieea and belongs to you. “ Thou art wreteh- 
ed, and miserab!s, and poor, and blind and naked.” You 
have no interest in God as your portion, in Christ as 
your Redeemer, in the Hely Spirit as your Comforter’: 
You are without grace, merey, and peace, at present, 
and without all right to glory and happiness hereafter. 
—And (which exceedingly aggravates all your miseries) 
you are altogether unable to deliver yourself out of this 
deplorable eondition ; and are also UNWILLING to accept 
of deliverance. O amazing stupidity and indolenee! 
What a riddle is here ? senseless and quiet under such 
a pressing loud of evils! * Hear O heavens; and be as- 
tonished O earth! Surely thou art more foolish than the 
beast that hath no understanding and hast not the know- 
ledge of a man!” ‘To languish away an insensible life in 
sueh a miserable state! Nothing more unreasonable! 
Nothing so unaccountable ! 

Exeept it be that you are fearless amidst innumerable 
dangers that threaten you; which are as awful, as the 
miseries actually present are sorrowful ; and call for the 
most awakened resentment and horror. Oh what a dark 
and dreadful prospeet is there before you, secure sinner! 
God has threatened to punish the men that are at ease 
from their youth and settled on their lees. Vou are daily 
liable to, and may expect, outward and tempora! judg- 
ments,which may soon end. or much embitter your life; for 
the whole ereation is armed against you: avd tho’ through 
infinite divine patience you may prosper in your wieked- 
ness, yet this will be only in judgment, and for a moment. 

But you are especially in danger of spiritual miseries. 
Your security exposes you to all manner of snares and 
temptations to sin, the most grass and criminal; and 
even invites your subtle enemy to take advantage hereby 
to pursue his malicious designs, to. your ete nik ruin. 
Moreover you are in danger of losing the means of grace, 
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at least the saving benefit of them. Yea, if you volunta- 
rily and studiously remain secure, you are in danger of 
being finally abandoned of God, judicially hardened ; and 
so of growing worse and worse under the means of good- 
ness. Abundance of such sad examples are afforded us 
in Seripture and by observation. 

Finally ; Remember, you are in hourly danger of 
ETERNAL MISERIES. Beyond and after all the former 
evils, there are unknown plagues in reserve for unregen- 
erate sinners in the coming world, which you are every 
moment in the utmost hazard of. If you die uneonvineed 
and impenitent, you will immediately be punished with 
an everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
And die you will shortly. You may die in youth; you may 
die very soon: perhaps suddenly, without warning and 
without relief. You have abundant reason to fear this will 
be your dreadful portion ;—for it is what the word of God 
threatens to rebellious obstinate sinners. ** He that be- 
ing often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy.” And the provi- 
dence of God is ever and anon presenting us with awful 
executions of this threatning upon others. And you may 
reasonably expect the same treatment from vindietive 
justice. It is a wonder of infinite patience that you have 
been spared hitherto. But how much longer divine eom- 
passion will reprieve you, is an uncertainty of trembling 
eonsideration. And if yon should, (as you have ground 
to fear you shall,) be taken away unexpectedly, and 
hurled down suddenly into the horrible pit and devouring 
fire, how will the sad surprize amazingly aggravate your 
fearful doom; even as the midnight ery is the more ter- 
rible to us, as we start out of a pleasant dream! 





HAPPINESS.—-AN EXTRACT. 


Tuere are few things which tend more decidedly to 
promote our Happiness, to give vigour to the mind and 
animation to the spirits, than the pursuit of some useful 
possession or honourable attainment, and perhaps there 
is nothing more useful and honourable, than the pursuit 
of knowledge. “ Literature, like virtue, is its own re- 
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ward,” and possesses every charm which can win us to 
its embrace. Itis full of variety and beauty; it is inex- 
haustable; it has just so much difficulty as to excite in- 
terest in the eontest, and triumph in the victory ; it rais- 
es us in the seale of social and intellectual beings, and 
brings us into a sort of mysterious communion with the 
wise of every age aud nation. In the words of Owen Fel- 
tham. “ Knowledge is the guide of youth, to manhood a 
companion, and to old age a cordial and anantidote. If 
1 die to-morrow my life will be somewhat the sweeter to- 
day for knowledge.” 

{f we look around us we shall be speedily convinced, 
that most men feel the importance of a pursuit, and shall 
be amused by the curious expedients and strange substi- 
tutes to which those have recourse who refuse to take 
pleasure in rational employment. Some pursue the im- 
provement of their own persons, hunt out fashionable 
tailors, study the tie of their neckeloth, and muse upon 
the arrangement of their hair; or other equally trivial 
objects. 

Happiness most frequently takes up her abode in the 
middle ranks of life. ‘The mind of man is so constituted 
as to take more pleasure in anticipating a future good 
than enjoying the present one: ease is ten times sweeter 
when earned by our own exertions; rest is never truly 
delightful till purchased by previous labour ; what we 
procure for ourselves seems more precious than any in- 
herited possessions; and the little acquisitions and in- 
dulgences, for whieh we work, and for whieh we econo- 
mize, are pleasanter amusements in pursuit, and greater 
blessings in enjoyment, than all the Inxury and splendour 
to which the rich and noble are familiarized from their 
birth, and which spring not in the remotest degree from 
their own merit or exertions. 











NATURAL HISTORY. 


With that department of Natural History which can be ex- 
amined only by the aid of the microscope, a large proportion 
of the young have but little acquaintance. We have select- 
ed some interesting facts respecting ANIMALCULA, which 
we hope will prové entertaining to our readers. 


ANIMACULE, in a general sense, signifies a small ani- 
mal; but here it is used to denote one so minute, that 
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its form and parts cannot be distinguished without the 
aid of the microscope. 

If particles of animal or vegetable matter are a few 
days infused in the most limpid water, on applying the 
smallest portion of it to the microscope, innumerable 
animals of various shapes are discovered. ‘These have 
been denominated Animalcula Infusoria by naturalists. 
But their only habitation is not in infusions thus artifi- 
cially made; the mud of ditehes, the scum of stagnant 
waters, pools, and marshes, which to vulgar eyes pass 
for the vilest matter, are the souree of admiration to the 
contemplative philosopher, from the rare and wonderful 
beings they contain. In the sand deposited by common 
sewers is found an animal endowed with the meredible 
property of resisting death, in enjoying the privilege of 
areal and undoubted resurrection. 

The extraordinary minuteness of animaleula surpasses 
the conception of the human mind. Leeuwenhoek cal- 
culates, that the size of some, is to that of a mite,asa 
bee is to a horse: a hundred others will not exceed the 
thickness of a single hair; and ten thousand of a differ- 
ent species may be contained in the space oceupied by a 
grain of sand. The most powerful microscopes can 
only discover points in motion among the fluid, gradually 
decreasing, until they become imperceptible to the view. 

The shape of animaleula is infinitely diversified. Let 
one suppose himself transported to a region, where the 
appearance, figure, and motion of every animal is un- 
known, and he will form some idea of the variety pre- 
sented by a drop of an infusion presented to the micro- 
scope. One animaleule is a long slender line: another 
is coiled up like an eel, or a serpent; some are circular, 
elliptical or globular; others, a triangle, or a cylinder. 
Some resemble thin flat plates, and some may be com- 
pared to a number of articulated reeds. One is like a 
funnel, another like a bel!: and the structure of many 
cannot be compared to any object familiar to our senses. 
Certain animaleula, such as the proteus diffluens, can 
change their figure at pleasure: being sometimes extend- 
ed to immoderate length, and then contracted to a point. 
One moment they are inflated into a sphere, next com- 
pletely flaccid, and then various eminences will project 
from the surface, altering them apparently into animals 
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entirely different. Neither is the peculiar motion of an- 
imaleula less remarkable. Inseveral species, it consists 
of incessant gyration on the head, as a centre, or around 
a particular point, as if one of the foci of an ellipse. 
The progression of others is by means of leaps or undu- 
lations ; some swim with the velocity of an arrow, the 
eye can hardly follow them; some drag their unwieldy 
bodies along with painful exertion ; and others again 
seem {o persist in perpetual rest. ‘These observations 
lead to an important consideration, namely, the ineon- 
eeivable minuteness of the organs, and the eomponent 
parts of these organs, by waieh such motions are per- 
formed. 

The volvox globator is a globular animaleula, of a 
greenish colour, visible to the naked eye. It is fre- 
quently found in the water of ditehes, and marshes 
abounding with growing vegetables, as well as those in 
a decomposing state, and often in considerable numbers. 
Its mode of progression through the fluids is by revolv- 
ing on itself, or rolling like a sphere, whence its name has 
been derived. This animalcula consists of extremely 
transparent membranacious substances, containing mi- 
nute globules, irregularly dispersed within it. On ex- 
amination with a very powerful magnifier, the globules 
appear so many young volvoxes, each provided with its 
diaphanous membrane, and within that again is involved 
another race of descendents. Some observers have dis- 
eovered even down to the fifth generation in the parent; 
others have not been able to see farther than the third. 
When the volvoxes have attained a certain maturity, the 
included young begin to move; they detach themselves 
from the parent, and, successively eseaping from the in- 
vesting substance, swim about in the infusion. When 
all have left it, the common envelope, or mother, becomes 
motionless, bursts, and disappears. ‘Then the new vol- 
voxes rapidly increase in size; their included globules 
likewise grow, they begin to move, the parent bursts, 
and the young swim at large inthe infusion. By isolat- 
ing these animals in watch glasses, the thirteenth sue- 
cessive generation, from a single parent, has been obe 
tained. , 

But it is time to speak of the phenomena attending 
the death and resurrection of one species of aniimaleula, 
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ealled the vorlicella rotatoria, or the wheel animal.— 
When the water containing the wheel animal evapo- 
rates, it beeomes Janguid and inaetive, the motion of the 
wheels is interrupted, they are retracted within the body, 
the tail loses its hold, the shape alters, and the animal 
dies. Its figure is now so small and distorted, that it 
cannot be: recognised for the same being. It grows dry 
and hard, and on being touched with the point of a nee- 
dle, flies into a thousand pieces. Yet, notwithstanding 
so great an altcration has taken place, the animal may 
still be revived, though kept in this condition days, 
morhs, and even years, without interruptien. All that 
is required for its resurrection is being moistened with 
water. The period of humectation necessary to the re- 
covery of the full and aetive principle of life, is various, 
according to the species of the animal, and perhaps the 
circumstances in which it is found. Some revive ina 
few minutes others require half an hour or more. 
Leeuwenhoek relates, that when he affused water ona 
quantity of sand that had been dry thirteen days, one 
animalcula attempted to swim in five minutes, but oth- 
ers did not till after-the lapse of three hours. It has 
been said, that those dry for years revive as soon as 
those that have been dry only a few honrs. The pre- 
eursors of animation eonsist in the hard and disfigured 
substance beginning to swell; a point appears at one 
extremity, which moves, with alternate extension and 


contraction; the epposite part also beeomes pointed: ” 


these are the head and tail. The rest of the organs sue- 
cessively unfold ; the wheels are displayed: the animal 


resumes its original shape, and swims vivaciously 
through the fluid. ’ 


REFLECTIONS. 


Here we are led to reflect that there is a world of ani- 
mate existence and of conscious enjoyment. not pereep- 
tibie by unassisted human vision. What other wonders 
might be disclosed had we other senses imparted to us ; 
or were those already enjoyed rendered a thousand times 
more acute, we cannot even conjecture. But the more 
the candid mind explores the works of the Deity. the 
more it is constrained to feel its own ignorance, and is 
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ready with the Psalmist tc exelaim, “ O Lord how mani- 
fold are thy works, in wisdom hast thou made them all!” 

How wonderful the manner in which these animaleula 
are multiplied! How much more wonderful that they 
ean to all human appearance be lifeless dry dust, and 
yet on the application of water presently resume all their 
former life and activity. If God can condescend to raise 
anew the smallest portion of animate existence, how 
comforting the hope drawn from Revelation and confirm- 
ed by analogy that these bodies when dead shall rise 
again. 


MOUNT TNA AT DAY-LIGHT. 


Anxious expectation more than doubled he time in 
which we waited for the appearance of the sun; but we 
felt none of those unpleasant sensations in a difficulty of 
respiration, which are said to arise from the tenuity of 
the atmosphere, and of which many travellers have 
compfained; at this amazing altitude the mind seems 
more affeeted than the body; the spirit appears elevat- 
ed by the change, and dismissing those cares and pas- 
sions which disturb its serenity below, rises from the 
contemplation of this sublime scenery to the adoration of 
its divine Architect. 

At length faint streaks of light shooting athwart the ho- 
rizon, announced the approaeh of the great luminary of 
day ; and when he sprang up in splendid majesty, sup- 
ported, as it were, on a throne of golden clouds, that fine 
sciptural image of the giant rejoicing to run his course, 
flashed across my mind. As he ascended in the sky his 
rays glittered on the mountain tops, and Sicily became 
gradually visible, expanding like a map beneath our 
feet. This effect is most extraordinary ; nearly all the 
mountains of the island may be deseried, with cities that 
surmount their summits; more than half the coast, with 
its bays and indentations, and the promontories of Pelo- 
rus and Parehymum, may be traced, as well as the 
eourse of rivers from their springs to the sea, sparkling 
like silver bands which encirele the vallies and the 
plains. We were unable to distinguish Malta, though 
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I do not, on this account, doubt the relation of others 
who profess to have done so; the Lipari isles were very 
much approximated to view by the refreshing power of 
the atmosphere, as also was the Calabrian coast. The 
sides of AXtna itself are covered with beautiful conical 
hills, from which ancient lavas have issued; their ex- 
hausted craters are now filled with verdant groves of 
the spreading chesnut, exhibiting the most sylvan scenes 
imaginable ; on the plain below, these cones would be 
lofty mountains; here they appear but execreseenees that 
serve to vary and beautify the ground.—flughes’s travels 
in Sicily. 





WONDERS IN THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM. 


A Cursory view ef vegetation fills the mind with ad- 
miration. From the same soil, the same sun-shine, and 
showers, arise a vast variety of plants and trees. These 
have different dimensions, forms, shapes, colours, tastes, 
and a variety of other diverse properties. Who can tell 
why the currant bush, which rises by the side of the 
sprout from the acorn, should not extend its roots as far 
and elevate its branches as high as the oak ? Why are 
the leaves of some trees circular, others conical, and all 
varying in shape according to the particular species of 
trees to which they belong? What is it which varies the 
colours of the lily, the rose, and the violet, standing to- 
gether in the same flower-bed ? Why does each species 
of Howers, emit its own peculiar odour, some more and 
some less fragrant? Why does the same soil, moisture, 
warmth and air, produce fruits which are so diverse in 
their tastes and medicinal properties? Fruits whieh are 
sweet, sour, and bitter to the taste ;—healthful and bane- 
ful to the constitution, may all rise together. It is eon- 
jectured that the different structure of the porés through 
which the sap rises in the vegetable kingdom, changes 
the shapes of the particles and thus occasions this di- 
versity of forms, colour, tastes, and other properties. In 
this theory, sour fluids are supposed to be composed of 
triangular particles, and other tastes of particles of oth- 
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er shapes. Of what shape noxious particles are, in dis- 
tinction from those which are salutary, none have at- 
tempted to conjecture. We must, after all, acknowledge 
ourselves entirely ignorant respecting a thousand things 
in the vegetable kingdom. It appears that there is some 
foundation laid in the seed, for the varieties of qualities 
in different productions; but what this is, we eaunot de- 
termine. “ ft is even so, Father, for so it seemed good 
in thy sight.”?> Now if every vegetable we see, presents 
inserutible mysteries before us, shall we complain of in- 
eomprehensible truths inthe volume of Revelation. 
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Founded on facts which have recently transpired; and sug- 
gesting important hints to pious Traders. 


Not many months since, Candidus, a country mer- 
chant, called on Saturday at the store of Benevolus, a 
wholesale trader. After their business was dispatched, 
Benevolus, as usual with him, enquired of his eustomer, 
when he expected to leave town. On receiving the an- 
swer that Candidus would leave that day, he tenderly 
enquired where he expected to keep the Sabbath, sug- 
gesting at the same time the hope that he did not travel 
on the Lord’s day. Candidus replied as thousands of 
others would have done, that he wished to make all eon- 
venient haste towards home,—that it is expensive lay- 
ing by at the tavern,—that many inns are piaces of noise 
and irreligion, where the day could not be so well ob- 
served as if he was riding alone,—that he travelled 
peaceably and still, disturbing nobody else in the obser- 
vance of the day, &e. Benevolus was not to be silenced 
with this sinful sophistry. He remarked that Candidus 
would doubtless, cheerfully submit to the delay and ex- 
pense of another day in the eity, if his world!y busiaess 
seemed ty require it,—that tf public houses and travel- 
lers were what they ought to be, no impediment would 
be found in them to the observanee of the Sabbath; and 
though he might not molest any, he disobeyed God, 
grieved the pious, and by his example might eorrupt 
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many others.—In a word, Benevelus with solemnity and 
affection remonstrated against C’s quieting his con- 
science, with any excuse for profaning the holy Sabbath, 
which would not bear the test at Iris tribunal who has 
commanded ; “ Remember the Sabbath day and keep it 
holy ;”? and then they parted. 

‘I'wo or three mouths elapsed when B. was met in the 
street by C. and after the exchange of eustomary civili- 
ties, C. desired an interview for further conversation. 
When by themselves, with strong emotion he thanked B-. 
for his kind fidelity respecting the observance of the 
Sabbath;—told him that he journeyed on that Lord’s 
day still and peaceably as he had before proposed; but 
through the day he found his conscience reproaching 
him, for trampling on the authority of heaven, and he 
was led to review his past life; to diseover the cham- 
bers of moral defilement in his heart, and found no peace 
till he huped he had submitted himsélf to Ged. 

It may be added respecting Candidus, that he appears 
like an engaged Christian, and has been instrumental of 
exciting an increasing attention to the subject of religion 
in the place where he resides. Who ean compute the 
number and magnitude of spiritual blessings to immortal! 
souls connected with that seasonable word which Be- 
nevolus used. Let others “Go anv vo LiKEwisxE.” 








SELECT ANECDOTES, 


Ir is generally known, that Mr. Whitefield often 
preached in the open air; sometimes, because houses of 
worship were shut against him; and at others, beeause 
his audiences were too large to be accommodated in any 
ordinary building. In Philadelphia, he often stood on 
the outside steps of the Court-house, and from that sta- 
tion addressed admiring thousands who erowded the 
streets below. On one of these occasions, a boy named 
John Rogers, (afterwards Pastor of the Wall-street and 
Brick Churches in New-York city,) was not only present, 
but pressed as near to the person of his favourite preach- 
er as possible; and to testify his respect, held a lantern 
for his accommodation. Soon after the sermon began, 

9 





98 SELECY ANCDOTES. { March, 


he became §o absorbed in the subject, and, at length, so 
deeply impressed, and strongly agitated, that he was 
scarcely able to stand; the lantern fell from his hand, 
and was dashed in pieces; and that part of the audi- 
ence in the immediate vicinity of the speaker’s station, 
were not a little interested, and, for a few moments dis- 
composed by the occurrence. 

The impressions thus begun, were confirmed and 
deepened, and resulted in a short time afterwards, as 
he hoped, when he was but little more than twelve years 
of age, in a saving knowledge and acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as the only refuge and hope of his soul; and in 
a cordial devotedness to his service. 

A subsequent vireumstanee, connected with this event, 
and not less remarkable, is worthy of being recorded. 
Mr. Whitefield, in the course of his fifth visit to Ameri- 
ea, about the year 1754,on a journey from the south- 
ward, called at St. George’s, in Delaware, where Mr. 
Rodgers was then settled in the Gospel ministry, and 
spent some time with him. In the course of this visit, 
Mr. Rodgers being one day riding with his visitant, in the 
close carriage in which the latter usually travelled, ask- 
ed hitn, whether he recolleeted the oceurrence of the lit- 
tle boy, who was so much affected with his preaching, 
as to Tet his lantern fall? Mr. Whitefield answered, 
** O yes! I rememher it well ; and have often thought I 
would give almost any thing in my power to know who 
that little boy was, and what had become of him.” Mr. 
Rogers replied with a smile, “I am that little boy!” 
Mr. Whitefield, with tears of joy, started from his seat, 
took him in his arms, and with strong emotion remark- 
ed, that he was the fourteenth person then in the ministry 
whom he had discovered in the course of that visit to 
America, of whose hopeful conversion he had been the 
instrument. 











SAURIN. 


Tur celebrated Saurin, when one of the pastors to the 
French refugees at the Hague, was so celebrated for his 
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preaching, that he was constantly attended by a crowded 
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audiencé. His style was pure, unaffected and eloquent, 
sometimes plain, and sometimes flowery ; but never im- 
proper. “Inthe introduction to his sermons,” says Mr. 
Robinson, * he used to deliver himself in a tone modest 
and low; in the body of the sermon, which was adapted 
to the understanding, he was plain, clear, and argument- 
ative; pausing at the close of each period, that he might 
discover, by the countenances and motions of his hear- 
ers, whether they were convinced by his reasoning. In 
his addresses to the wicked, (and it is a folly to preach: 
as if there were none in our assemblies) M. Saurin was 
often Sonorous, but oftener a weeping suppliant at their 
feet. In the one, he sustained the authoritative dignity 
of his offiee; in the other, he expressed his masters’s 
and his own benevolence to bad men, ‘ praying them in 
Christ’s sake to be reconciled to God.’ In general, his- 
preaching resembled a plentiful shower of dew, softly 
and imperceptibly insinuating itself into the minds of his» 
numerous hearers, as the dew into the pores of plants,. 
till all the ehurch was dissolved, and all in tears under’ 
Inis sermons.” 











BIBLE CLASS. . 


We are happy to learn that a Bible Class has been 
organized among the young ladies of the first Baptist 
Church and Society in this city. We are anthorized by 
the Pastor to state that the plan of instruction is very 
similar to that which has been adopted in other places 
where the Bipticat Catecuism is used. The whole 
class commit all the questions and answers which at the 
preceding meeting have been assigned for the lesson. 
After each answer has been repeated, the Pastor makes 
such remarks, explanatory, or practical, as the subject 
may seem to suggest. ‘The great object of this part of 
the exercise is to impress the doctrines of Scripture just 
as they are revealed, upon the consciences of the hear- 
ers. Before the biblical recitation commences, some re- 
marks have been generally made upon the importance 
and the means of intellectual improvement, or upon some 
of the general principles of Belles Lettres. 

The essays which have been furnished by the mem- 
bers of the class are then read, and their principles 


100 SHARCH THE SCRIPTURES. {March, 


briefly and plainly applied to them. It is hoped, that 
by a course of this kind, intelleetual and moral eultiva- 
tion may be happily blended together, and that whilst 
by the eultivation of a taste for literature, a foundation 
is laid fur more extended inflnence, that influence may 
be so direeted, as efficiently to subserve the interests of 
the Redeemer. It may be proper to remark in addition, 
that the meetings are invariably opened and closed by 
prayer. ‘The number of stated attendants is between 
fifty and sixty. 











Essay writing, in Bible Classes, we consider admirably adapt- 
ed to benefit the writers. And we have seen many pieces 
of composition from youths in such classes, the perusal of 
which, we believe, would be interesting to others. We 
shall here insert one, written by a young lady, as a speci- 
inen of such Essays. 


‘ Flow should the written worp oF Gow be treated 2?” 


“SEARCH THE ScripTures,” is the explicit com- 
mand of him who alone knows the awful extett of that 
darkness. that wretehedness and that guilt in which the 
human raee are involved. He does not say, it will be 
useful to read (hem oceasionally as you may have leis- 
ure or inclination. No. For he knew our depraved 
fastes wonlel lead us fo seek amusement from novels, and 
plays, at the best from history and moral essays, in pre- 
ference to the word of life. He knew that the heart, 
which by renewing grace, is ina measure restored toa 
correet moral taste, is perpetually prone to stray in dan- 
gerous paths. Therefore, he says to all, “ These my 
words ye shall lay up in your heart and in your soul, and 
bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be 
as frontlets between your eyes. And ye shall teach them 
to your children ; speaking of them when thou sittest in 
thine house and when thou walkest by the way; and 
when thou liest down and when thou risest up.’??) As an 
adequate reason fur the precept, “Search the Serip- 
tures,” our Lord adds “for in them ye think ye shall 
have eternal life, and they are they which testify of me.” 

Besides the authority of Heaven, do we need further 
jncitements to fidelity in the study of the Seriptures ° 
Yes. We need line upon line, precept upon precept, 
here a little and there a little. 
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De we love history ? The Scripture history commen- 
ces with the birth of time. In all the grandeur of sim- 
plicity it gradually unfolds the most interesting and im- 
portant events connected with the existence of time, till 
time shall be no more. Nor is it simple narration of 
facts only. It is interwoven with those doctrines and 
those duties; those promises and those threatnings, 
which are interesting as ETERNITY. We feel that we 
are immortal, accountable ereatures; bat this we should 
never have known without the light of Revelation. 
Would we learn the character of our Judge, we must 
“ search the Scriptures.” Here the character of Jeho- 
vah is delineated. Here his perfeetions are displayed. 
Here his law is promulgated. Here his whole preeep- 
tive will is revealed. Here the impress of his Spirit 
has stamped Holy, Holy, Holy, on every page. 

In this precious volume, our gracious Redeemer has 
furnished us, not only with general rules for a holy life ; 
but with particular directions for every possible emer- 
gency of life. O that I had the tongue ofa seraph, it 
should be exerted to convince those, who are yet uncon- 
vineed of the importance of studying the oraeles of God! 
Would to Heaven, we were all resolved to imitate the 
noble Bereans ! They not only received the word with all 
readiness of mind; but they searched the Scriptures dai- 
ly whether these things were so. “They compared spir- 
itual things with spiritual. They searched the Serip- 
tures of the Old Testament, impartially comparing the 
prophetic intimations of the Messiah, with the testimo- 
ny of Jesus whom Paul preached. And what was the 
result? Many of them believed. ‘They had a present 
reward in joy and peace in believing. 

Some persons profess a sacred regard for the New 
Testament, while they consider the Old ‘Yestament 
hardly worth a careful investigation. But the author of 
both, has declared, “ Every word of God is precious.” 
* All Seriptare is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struetion in righteousness ; that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished to all good works.” 

{It is doubtless true that the New ‘Testament contains 
all the essentials of salvation: But would we be “ roat- 
ed and grounded in the faith,” we must classify the 
Q * 
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Seriptures: we must collate the parallel passages, 
in proof of every question presented to view. In doing 
this, we shall be convinced of the mutual harmony and 
connexion of the whole canon of Seripture. 

But though we may daily read the Scriptures; though 
we may commit the whole to memory, it is only by a 
prayertul, diligent, impartial, believing investigation, 
that we shall find them to be “ the wisdom of God and 
the power of God to the soul.” ‘That it may be “ a light 
to vur feet,’ and guide our souls in the way of salvation, 
we must receive the engrafted word with meekness. 
Here let it be enquired how mankind in general peruse 
their Bibles. Unconscious of their guilty, perishing 
circumstances, they see no beauty in the gospel pian; no 
form of comeliness in the glorious Redeemer that they 
should desire him. ‘They therefore read the Seriptures 
in a careless, indifferent manner. But though we may be 
indifferent, God is never indifferent. His eye is ever fix- 
ed on his holy word. He knows when we neglect it, 
He observes the disposition with which we read. God 
cannot be deceived. He will not be mocked. As we 
sow we must expect to reap. The judgment day,—the 
light of eternity will convince us of the exceeding crimi- 
nality of a careless perusal of the word of God. It is 
the Bible which distinguishes us from the heathen in 
this world. It is the Bible which will distinguish us 
from the heathen in the world to come. It is a saving 
acquaintance with the Bible which prepares us to live; 
and it is this alone which will prepare us to die. This 
saving knowledge of the Bible, is the “ golden chain let 
down from heaven” which binds the spirits of the ‘ just 
made perfect” to the ETERNAL THRONE amidst the 
wreck of worlds. It is the Bible neglected and despis- 
ed, which, likea mill-stone will sink its posssssors, deep- 
er, and deeper, and deeper in the bottomless pit of des- 
pair. My youthful associates, We now enjoy peculiar 
advantages and assistance in “searching the Scrip- 
tures”’ for ourselves. Do we faithfully improve them? 
Let eonscience answer. 

Finally ;—If we wish for comfort in life,—if we wish 
for peace in death,—if we desire happiness beyond the 
srave, we must * search the Scriptures.” If we have 
any compassion for souls around us, we must exert all 
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our influence to engage them in the same blessed work. 
Whenever we open the BLEssep book, we must pray, 
“© Lord, open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things in thy Law.” We must always feel our depend- 
ence on the influences of the Holy Spirit, to enlighten 
our understandings that we may understand the Serip- 
tures,—to sanctify our hearts that we may receive the 
truth as it is in Jesus and obey it in love. 





MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


TERE are repasts for the appetite,—for the intel- 
lect, and for the soul. ‘The latter kind of repast was 
enjoyed in a high degree, at the last concert for prayer 
in Park-Street Church. Recent and interesting intelli- 
gence had been received from all the stations under the 
direction of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, But the attention was particularly 
attracted and riveted to the Sandwich Island Mission. 
The joint letter of the Missionaries, imparted a thrili 
of delight, through many bosoms. While they passed 
lightly over their trials, they dwelt on their duties 
and encouragements. With much Christian cordialily, 
they had welcomed to their field of usefulness, new la- 
bourers from the Society Islands. And they were en- 
couraged in witnessing an inereasing interest in the ac- 
quisition of scientifick and religious knowledge, recently 
manifested by Reho-reho and his principal chiefs. 

The communication from Messrs Tyreman and Bennet, 
agents of the London Missionary Society was not less in- 
teresting. The intelligence which that contained, was 
eminently adapted to strengthen the hands and eucour- 
age the liearts of the friends of Missions. 

it confirmed the most faveurable accounts which had 
been previously given respecting the South-Sea Islands. 
There a wonder-working God has displayed the riches 
of his mercy and grace. ‘There they have cast their 
idols to the moles and to the bats, and are receiving with 
meekness the ingrafted word which is able to save their 
souls. Now the inhabitants of Otaheite, Eimeo, and the 
surrounding Isles are sitting at the feet of Jesus, reeeiv- 
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ing the law from his mouth. Temples are erected to 
Jehovah, filled with serious worshippers, where recent- 
ly idolatry reigned, and where impurity and cruelty 
were the characteristics of their worship. 

But let us turn our attention to the Sandwich Islands. 
Who would have thought that an orphan boy, educated 
in the family of a pagan priest, was destined to be the 
first link in a golden chain of missionary enterprizes, 
for civilizing and Christianizing his countrymen. Yet 
such was the design of Providence. Diseontented at 
home, he roamed to a foreign land.—The overruling 
hand of God brought him to this Country. —Out of em- 
ployment, destitute, and among entire strangers, he at 
length attracted the eye of Christian benevolenee ina 
student at New-Haven.—The revered name of Mills, 
was the orphan youth’s friend.—He took Obookiah by 
the hand, wiped the tears of wretchedness from his eyes, 
fed, clothed, and instructed him. He opened to his ex- 
panding mind the sublime truths of the Bible. He kneel- 
ed by his side and poured out the voice of prayer for 
his soul’s salvation. He introduced himto the notice 
of Christians, and interested their feelings in his behalf, 
till the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous aseend- 
ed to God from many pious souls for mercy to the stran- 
ger. ‘They were not offered in vain. The heart of the 
Owhyhean appeared to be touched, melted, and sanetifi- 
ed.— Filled with love to his Saviour and to the souls for 
whom that Saviour died, his solicitude was great to have 
the blessed Gospel preached in the Sandwich Islands. 
Tn connexion with bis conversion, other natives of these 
Islands were sought, instrueted and hopefully converted. 
The Foreign Mission School at Cornwall was originat- 
ed, instituted, and carried into suceessful operation,— 
There Obookiah’s work was to terminate. He had been 
reared up for important purposes, but though to human 
appearance, his life was immensely desirable, the Lord 
of the vineyard saw it best to call him away. Though 
his heart beat high to do something as an instrument in 
God’s hands for pulling down the strong holds of Satan 
in his own country, yet these labours were not for him, 
nor for his patron Mills. From the shores of Africa, 
where his benevolence had carried him, he was destined 
toascend and meet Obookiah. The work of causing the 
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Sandwich Islands to wait for his law, was in hands able 
to accomplish it without these instruments. The atten- 
tion of Christians in this land was strongly attracted to 
these Isles.—Preparations were gradually making. The 
Lord put it into the hearts of some to offer themselves, 
and into the hearts of many others to offer of their sub- 
stance for this good work. A mission family was col- 
lected. ‘The free will offerings of thousands laded the 
vessel in which they were toembark. ‘The mission fam- 
ily left Boston in October, 1819. ‘They were followed 
by the fervent prayers of Christ’s own in this land. It 
has been thought that an uncommon spirit of prayer at- 
tended the outfit and departure of this Mission. The 
hearts of many were agreed to ask of the Father, in the 
name of Christ, that a door of usefulness might be epen- 
ed io them, aud that pagan idolatry might be speedily 
abolished in Islands where it had long been deeply root- 
ed. ‘The first of their voyage, their progress was slow. 
But mark the wonderful interposition of Divine Provi- 
dence. After they were embarked, while one eontinent 
and two eceans stretched between them and their desti- 
nation, an unseen hand sweeps away the forms of idola- 
try atastroke. Almighty God took away the breath of 
Tamahamaha and he died. His son was, with little 
bloodshed fixed in the, throne. His heart was toueh- 
ed by the finger of God to enquire of the high priest 
whether he had best to patronize idolatry. The heart 
of the other was constrained contrary to its worldly in- 
terests,and probably to its real wishes, to decide against 
idolatry. Paganism was renounced. ‘Tbe morais, or 
houses for idol worship were demolished, and their 
senseless idols destroyed * as good for nothing.” He whe 
ha not only the hearts of kings, but of all men in his 
hands, so ordered it that but little resistance was made 
agrinst his change. The prince and the people were 
alike prepared. 

Here we beliold the fabrie of idolatry which many 
ages had been employed in rearing, touched by an invis- 
ible Power, and it vanishes like smoke. No knowledge 
appears to have been there possessed that a mission from 
this country was preparing to visit them. Little or no 
correct knowledge of Jehovah and his worship had been 


received, Their religion was not therefore changed, but . 
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it was renounced. “ Hath a nation changed their gods 
which are yet no gods,” at once? Yet here is a case of 
an idolatrous nation’s abandoning their idols without 
substituting any forms of worship instead of those re. 
jected. ‘This seems to be manifestly the work of God, 
that he might put new honour on his preached Gospel. 
Here we have something similar to God’s preparing Cor- 
nelius to receive the words of eternal life and at the 
same preparing the apostle Peter to bear to him the 
messages of iieavenly mercy. 

The receut intelligence disclosed interpositions of 
Providence scarcely less remarkable. But the friends 
of missions will soon receive the interesting particulars 
through the appropriate channel, the Missionary Her- 
ald. The intelligence was accompanied by able and 
impressive remarks from the Secretary of the Board, 
and from the Rev. Messrs. Dwight, Wisner, and Hum- 
phreys. A numerous audience felt it good to be there. 








** The sorrow of the world worketh death.” 


A Few days since, a young man of this city, about 
twenty-five years of age, committed suicide. 

The particular causes which led to this awful exit 
from time into eTerRnity are little known. We 
have been told that ‘sin found him out’—that he left 
a letter, stating that he was published to a female whom 
he could not love, and a eonnexion with whom would 
make him wretched, and that, of two evils he chose the 
least. None but those who disbelieve Revelation alto- 
gether, or deny the- doctrine of future agp 
could have stupidly and presumptuously reasoned 
thus. No evidence of previous insanity had _ been 
observed. The presumption is, therefore, that he yield- 
ed to the sudden impulse of temptation and madly rush- 
ed unealled into the presence of that God, whose man- 
date is,“ THOU SHALT NOT KILL,” and whose veracity 
has determined, that “ No murderer hath eternal life 
abiding 1n HIM.” 

This distressing event, connected with a recent dis- 
elosure, which has consigned to the state prison a young 
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man who but lately stood fair in public opinion: should 
not only be a BEAcON to Boston young men; but should 
impress on every youth acquainted with the cireumstan- 
ces, the admonition, “ Let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall.” It should compel us all devoutly 
to pray, Suffer us not to be led into temptation. 


—" 
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OBITUARY. 


Though the event has been long expected, it gives us 
pain to announce that Ricuarps the devoted Missionary 
at Ceylon, is called to rest from his labours and receive 
his reward. He departed this life on the 10th of August 
last, in the 36th year of his age, enjoying abundant sup- 
port and comfort from that Saviour and that Gospel 
which he had made such sacrifices to proclaim. Our 
intimate acquaintance with him makes us not only 
feel that the missionary cause and the Church have 
sustained a severe loss, but that we have lost a brother. 
Few men would sooner entwine themselves strongly 
about the affeetions of Christian friends than Mr. Rich- 
ards. His intellectual powers and scientific aequisitions 
were considerably above medioerity. His manners were 
remarkably amiable and affectionate. His piety was 
unostentatious, ardent and fruitful in good works. And 
he has been honoured as an instrument of very econsid- 
erable good to Zion. O that his mantle might fall on 
thousands of our youth ! 

We shall never forget the attitude in which we 
once saw him in the grove. While a member of the 
Theological Seminary at Andover, he was present at 
a meeting of the Mountain Association of Ministers, 
convened at Hinsdale in this state. Before sun-rise in 
the morning, he invited two Licenciates to: walk in 
a neighbouring grove. By the way his conversation 
was eminently spiritual; flowing from a heavenly 
mind. When they arrived at a retired spot, Richards 
proposed prayer. First a Licenciate, now actively and 
usefully employed in the interior of New-York prayed in 
an impressive manner. Then with a short interval, 
Richards prayed, with a solemnity, a fervour, an impor- 
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which will be had in everlasting remembrance. The 
recollection of that seene often reminds us of the seleet 
Missionary Hymn with which we shall close this article. 


When shall we three meet again? 
When shall we three meet again ? 
Oft shall glowing hope expire ; 

Oft shall wearied love retire ; 
Oft shall death and sorrow reign, 
Ere we three shall meet again. 


Though in distant lands we sigh, 
Parch’d beneath a burning sky ; 
Though the deep between us rolls, 
Friendship shall unite our souls ; 
And in fancy’s wide domain, 

Oft shall we three meet again. 


W hen around this youthful pine, 
Moss doth creep ard ivy twine ; 
When these burnish’d locks are grev, 
‘Thinn’d by many a toil-spent day ; 
Long may this loved bow’r remain, 
HERE may we three meet again. 
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When the dreams of life are fled, 
When its wasting lamps are dead ; 
When in cold oblivion’s shade, 
Beauty, fame, and pow’r are laid ; 
Where immortal spirits reign, 
There may we three meet again. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.» 


Several original Communications have been received, but 
too late for insertion in this number. We shall use some of 
them, with the usual liberties of Editors, to mould them to our 
object and limits, preserving ENTIRE the writer’s sentiments. 
We recommend that all contributors to our pages designate 
their communications by signatures. 





